Supporting Information

Experimental Section
General Information
All procedures and manipulations were carried out under purified nitrogen environment using a standard Schlenk apparatus. All the apparatus were oven dried prior to use. Airless procedure was followed for all syntheses irrespective of air stability of final compounds. All the solvents were used after drying and degassing process. Other chemicals were purchased from commercial suppliers and used as received without further purification. Complexes 1 and 2 were prepared by using the reported procedures in literature. 1, 2 Nuclear Magnetic Resonance spectra were recorded using Bruker Advance II 400 MHz NMR spectrometer. Chemical shifts were reported in ppm. GC analysis for calculation of yields of the products was carried out with Trace 1110 GC system from Thermofischer scientific, equipped with an DB-5MS column and FID detector.
General procedure for dehydrogenation of diols
Ruthenium complex (10 mol%), KOH (25 mol%), diol (5 mmol) and H2O (1.0 mL) were placed in Schlenk tube. The reaction mixture was stirred under reflux for 48 h. After completion of the reaction, the product was extracted with dichloromethane. Then all DCM were evaporated under vacuo, the product lactones were isolated from reaction mixture column chromatography using hexane/EtOAc as eluent. The formation of products was confirmed by comparing the 
